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Sample edit #1Ͷ 

 
EĂƚƵƌĞ�'ŝƌů͗���'ƵŝĚĞ�ƚŽ��ĂƌŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ��ƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ�
By Karen Whiting and Rebecca White 
Faithgirlz/Zonderkidz 2014 

 
 

GOOD READ = STRONG LEAD 
 
When it comes to punchy, fun-to-read nonfiction book content, no other audience is more 
demanding than the teen ĚĞŵŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ͘�/ƚ͛Ɛ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŐƌĂď�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂĚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚĞǆƚ͕�
and with nonfiction this often means rearranging material to hook the reader with engaging 
content and for overall seamless flow of the nonfiction narrative. 
 

Original lead chapter opener: 
 

Chapter 1: Renewing the Earth 
 

For over thirty-five years companies manufactured plutonium metals for nuclear 

weapons in Rocky Flats, Colorado. Radioactive. Radioactive waste contaminated the soil, 

leaching into the soil, and making the land unsafe for anything else. Finally, in 1992 the 

ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĐůŽƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĐůĞĂŶ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂ͙ 

 
New lead chapter opener: 

 
Chapter 1: Healthy Living and Beauty 

 
Our eyes enjoy seeing beauty in people, art, and creation. Our hearts respond to 

ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵů�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƚŝŽŶƐ͘� /ƚ͛Ɛ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ� ƚŽ�ďĞ�ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵů�ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƐŝĚĞ�ďǇ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�Ă�

ůŽǀŝŶŐ�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐ�ĂƚƚŝƚƵĚĞ͘�/ƚ͛Ɛ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�healthy so you can enjoy the 

ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵů�ǁŽƌůĚ�'ŽĚ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ͘�/ƚ͛Ɛ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ�ĨŽŽĚ�ŝƐ�ŐŽŽĚ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďŽĚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ 
 

wrong choices, like drugs, and junk food, harm your health and even your beauty. 
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People see your outer beauty but notice your inner beauty through your actions and 

speech. God wants you to work on the inner beauty. He made you and loves how you look on 

the outside. 

You are beautiful. Choose to believe God made you beautiful and He loves you and 

the way he made you. Care for your skin and body now to develop healthy lifetime habits. 

 
Final lead chapter opener: 

 
Chapter 1: Be You and Be Beautiful 

 
So...you ŵŝŐŚƚ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�͞ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�Őŝƌů͟�ŝƐ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ĨŽƌ�ĚŝƌƚǇ�ĨŝŶŐĞƌŶĂŝůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐǁĞĂƚǇ�

bandannasͶƐŚĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůĂŵ�Őŝƌů�ǁŚŽ͛Ɛ�ŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƐŵĞƚŝĐƐ�ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌ͕�

ƌŝŐŚƚ͍�EŽƚ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌŝůǇ�ƐŽ͊�tŚŝůĞ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ĨƵŶ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ŐƌŝƚƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌŝŵǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŝŵĞƐ͕�ŐŝƌůƐ�ǁŚŽ�ŐŽ�ŐƌĞĞŶ�

know how to make the most of their natural beauty. 

 
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ͕�/͛ŵ�ƐŽŽŽ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵů or /͛ŵ�ŶŽƚ�Ă�ŐŝƌůǇ�Őŝƌů͙strike that thought! 

 
Beauty starts from the inside, so let your inner sparkle glitter outward. Be truly beautiful by 

keeping your heart loving toward God, yourself, and others. No amount of makeup brightens 

your face like the flash of a great smile! 

 
Know that ĞǀĞƌǇ�Őŝƌů͛Ɛ�ďĞƐƚ�ďĞĂƵƚǇ�ƐĞĐƌĞƚ-weapon ŝƐ͙ƐĞůĨ-confidence. Nothing is more 

attractive than a girl who holds herself in certaintyͶso stand up straight, make eye contact, and 

ŚŽůĚ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�'ŽĚ�ŚĂƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďĂĐŬ͘�'ŽĚ�ŵĂĚĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŝŶ�ƚŽƚĂů�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŚŝƐ�ǁŝůů�;ǁĞ�ƐǁĞĂƌ͊Ϳ�

ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ůŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ǇŽƵ�ůŽŽŬ͘�dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�Ă�ƐŽůĞŵŶ�ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ͕�ƐƵƉĞƌ-fox! So read on for some fun, all-

natural ways to paŵƉĞƌ�ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͙͘ 
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PUNCHED-UP CHAPTER HEADINGS 
 
Boring chapter headings and subheads are a big no-no in the world of MG/YA nonfiction, so 
ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ďĞ�Ă�ƐŶŽƌĞ͊�hƐĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƌĞĂƚŝǀŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�clever headers that 
pack an impressive punch. Time for a pop quiz! SĞĞ�͞WŽƉ�YƵŝǌ͊�DĂƚĐŚ�'ĂŵĞ͟�ŝŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�
handout, and its Answer Key belowͶno peeking! 
 
Note that the left column (Original TOC) represents the original unedited chapter headings 
in Nature Girl as they correspond to those in the right column (Edited TOC), which reflects 
ƚŚĞ�dĂďůĞ�ŽĨ��ŽŶƚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ͛Ɛ�ĨŝŶĂů�ƉƌŝŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌŵĂƚͶin its current order and with 
edited chapter headings. 
 
&ƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ũƵŵďůĞĚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĨƚ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ĞĂƐǇ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ŚŽǁ�ŵƵĐŚ�Nature Girl͛Ɛ�ŽǀĞƌĂůů�
structure was reorganized for better flow and tighter threading. Pay attention also to 
how much snazzier the punched-up chapter headings are for drawing in and engaging a 
young demographic. 
 

Pop Quiz! Match Game Answer Key: 
 

Original TOC Edited TOC 
 

Introduction Introduction 
 

6. Healthy Living and Beauty 1. Be You and Be Beautiful 
 

7. Healthy Foods and Going Green 2. You Are What You Eat 
 

1. Renewing the Earth 3. Be an Earth BFF 
 

5. Room for Critters ϰ͘��ĂƌŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ Critters 
 

2. Go Blue for Clean Water 5. Wet and Wonderful Water 
 

3. Go Clear for Pure Air ϲ͘�>Ğƚ͛Ɛ��ůĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ Air 
 

4. Smart Energy Use 7. Power Up! 
 

ϴ͘�dŚƌĞĞ�Z͛Ɛ�ƚŽ�,ĞůƉ the Earth 8. Real Girls Reuse and Recycle 
 

10. Celebrating Our Green Earth 9. Party at the Park, Princess 
 

9. Resourceful Savings 10. Sprouting a Green ͛dƵĚĞ
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Sample edit #2Ͷ 
 

Choose a Career Adventure at the White House 
By Kelly Anne White and Diane Lindsey Reeves 
Bright Futures Press/Cherry Lake Publishing 2017 

 

SNAZZY SUBHEADS 
 

Wherever possible format text so it runs in digestible chunks that fall under subheads, 
being sure sections flow well and are not forced. Use the art of pun, rhyme, and 
alliteration to create subheads that are fun and punchy. These are just a few examples 
from Choose a Career Adventure at the White House: 

 
Never-Tell Intel 

Meet the Prez  

Join the Elite? Sweet! 

Shift or Shaft? 

Party with Panache 
 

AUTHENTIC, ENGAGING VOICE 
 
Again, it bears repeating that the MG/YA demographic expects its reading-for-pleasure 
nonfiction material to provide not only the facts but also full-on entertainment, and that 
ŽĨƚĞŶ�ĞŶƚĂŝůƐ�ĞĚŝƚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�͞ǀŽŝĐĞ͘͟�tŚŝůĞ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĂůůŽǁ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌs to do their own 
ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝŶŐ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŽĨƚĞŶ�ŚĞůƉĨƵů�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĞŶŐĂŐŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ for the author to 
consider during the revision process. A good editor will encourage ͞ŝŶƐƉŝƌĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ŶŽƚ�
ŝŵŝƚĂƚŝŽŶ͘͟�,ĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŶŽŶĨŝĐƚŝŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ, from Choose a Career 
Adventure at the White House, that maintains a clever, upbeat pace: 
 

Secret Service Special Agent 
 

Have a spotless reputation and a spot-on aim? Government in search of strong, 
silent type to physically protect the President of the United States and other 
super-important people. Must be willing to work long shifts at oddball hours, 
sometimes without breaks. Lots of travel required, but very little sightseeing 
SHUPLWWHG�DV�UHFUXLWV�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�NHHS�WKHLU�H\HV�RQ�WKH�SUL]H«HU��SUH]� 

 
As you spend lots of up-close time with the President, you have to balance being 
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totally alert for any potential threats to his or her safety, while basically 
pretending to be invisible while he or she goes about the business of running the 
FRXQWU\��6LQFH�\RX¶UH�VR�RIWHQ�DW�DUP¶V�OHQJWK��\RX�KHDU�D�ORW�RI�LQVLGH�LQIR�DERXW�
politics as ZHOO�DV�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V�SHUVRQDO�OLIH��VR�\RX¶UH�VZRUQ�WR�VHFUHF\� 

 
Social Secretary 

 
Do you throw the parties everyone is still talking about all year long? Party- 
planning position open²please apply! Currently in search of an event planner to 
organize social gatherings of all varieties. Attendees for these events can be as 
IHZ�DV�WHD�IRU�WZR«RU�JXHVW�OLVWV�PLJKW�EORZ�RXW�LQWR�WKH�KXQGUHGV��,GHDO�
candidate has impeccable taste and social graces, is not skittish about 
entertaining the rich and famous. 

 
Fanc\�LQYLWHV"�&KHFN��'HOHFWDEOH�KRUV�G¶RHXYUHV"�&KHFN��'HFRUDWLRQV�WKDW�ZRZ"�
Check! All taken care of in one quick trip to the big-ER[�VWRUH"�1RW�VR�IDVW��<RX¶UH�
the White House Social Secretary, so no, no, no! You do not pull off the details of 
an event by skipping through the party supplies aisle and frozen food section of 
your favorite discount chain. 

 
 
Sample edit #3Ͷ 

 
Big Book of Quizzes: Fun, Quirky Questions for You and Your Friends 
From the Editors of Faithgirlz! 
Faithgirlz/Zonderkidz 2014 

 

BREAK UP RUNNING TEXT 
 

/ƚ͛Ɛ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ĂĚǀŝƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂǀŽŝĚ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ďůŽĐŬƐ�ŽĨ�ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚĞǆƚ�ŝŶ�D'ͬz��ŶŽŶĨŝĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�
by inserting subheads, but also by incorporating any appropriate combination of the 
following elements to stimulate the reader. This often also provides for better interior 
aesthetics, with opportunities to apply graphic treatment of text and also to integrate 
ǁƌŝƚƚĞŶ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͛�ůĂǇŽƵƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ͘ 

 

x Lots of subheads 
x Sidebars 
x YΘ�͛Ɛ 
x DIY projects 
x Pull quotes 

x Scripture callouts 
x Illustrations 
x Fill-in-the-Blanks 
x Top-ten lists 
x And so ŽŶ͙ 
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NOTES TO DESIGNER 
 
Make notes in comment boxes or an editorial letter to relay ideas for graphic text 
ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝĚĞĂƐ͕�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶƉƵƚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ďŽŽŬ͛Ɛ�ĐƌĞĂƚŝǀĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ͘�EŽƚŝĐĞ�
the quiz content below, from Big Book of Quizzes, that is not featured in standard list form 
but instead is served up with flair: 

 
Pick out Your Personality 

Check off or circle all the words below that best describe you. Choose as many as you likeͶ
this special combo is all about your amazing personality. Chances are you and your friends 
will have different picks, so have fun comparing notes. 

Energetic 

Fun 

Loud 

Studious 

Athletic 

Clever 

Quiet 

Friendly 

Bold 

Creative 

Dramatic 

Caring 

Flexible 

Honest 

Crazy 

Artistic 

Helpful 

Loyal 

Organized 

Sensitive 

Romantic 

Sweet Strong 

Messy 

Adventurous 

Calm 

Quirky 

On this particular project, the editorial team had to watch for unintentional seasonal or 
ƚŚĞŵĞĚ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�;ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�͞ĞŶĚ-of-ƐĞŵĞƐƚĞƌ�ĨŝŶĂůƐ͟Ϳ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŵŽŽƚŚ�
out so it was more generalized. Similarly, when editing devotionals editors need to be keenly 
aware of appropriateness and continuity of content that falls under certain months. 

 

Sample edit #4Ͷ 
 

The Bible Adventure Book of Scavenger Hunts 
By Kelly Anne White 
Healthy Learning/Coaches Choice 2016 

 

SNEAKY WAYS TO STAY POSITIVE 
 
�Ɛ�Ă��ŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶ�ĞĚŝƚŽƌ�Žƌ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŝĚĞĂů�ƚŽ�ŽĨĨĞƌ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƉůŝĨƚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ͘�KĨ�
course, this is not typically a difficult task when writing or editing books for a faith-based 
publisher. These are some quick examples, from The Bible Adventure Book of Scavenger Hunts, 
of content that encourages faith-based values to its young readers: 
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'ĂƌĚĞŶ�ŽĨ�^ĞĞĚŝŶ͛ 
Sharing is encouraged! 

 
Search for Your Supper 
Remember to say a blessing before eating. 

 
ZĂŝĚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�EŽĂŚ͛Ɛ��ƌŬ 
Encourage teams to be cooperative rather than competitive, to help one another 
with difficult-to-find items. 

 
/ƚ͛Ɛ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐ͕�ƚŽŽ͕�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�D'ͬz��ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĞǀĞŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶ�ĂƌĞŶĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�ŽĨĨ�
as more fear-based than faith-ďĂƐĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŶŝĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŵŽŽƚŚ�ŽƵƚ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ͘�&Žƌ�
example, it might help to point out in a manuscript if an author tends to refer more often to 
͞^ĂƚĂŶ͟�Žƌ�͞Ğǀŝů͟�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŝŶĞ�Ă�ůŝŐŚƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽǀĞ�ŽĨ Jesus Christ. Also, negative statements can 
usually be flipped to something more positive with just a few tweaks, as in this basic sentence: 
 

The world will never be peaceful until people learn to appreciate one another. 
 

The world will be more peaceful when people better appreciate one another. 
 
Inserting values-based content into mainstream products can require a little more thought, 
ďƵƚ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĚŝƚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�
young audience, so thank you for your service! 
 
 

Sample edit #5Ͷ 
 

/ƚ͛Ɛ�Ă�&ĂĐƚ͗�tĂĐŬǇ��ŝďůĞ��ůŽĐŬŚĞĂĚƐ 
By Zondervan Editors Zonderkidz 
2014 

 

BEST-EVER EDITORIAL SUGGESTION THAT WAS NEVER USED 
 
During the process of coauthoring and editing Wacky Bible Blockheads, many 
recommendations were applied to the final product. But know that editorial direction often 
amounts to editorial suggestion, and that sometimes means great ideas wind up on the 
wayside. The following are epitaphs suggested for tombstone illustrations in the ďŽŽŬ͛Ɛ�
interior, but alas, they did not make it into the book: 
 

HERE LIES 
ANANIAS, 

HUSBAND OF 
SAPPHIRA 

 

SAPPHIRA, 
WIFE OF 

ANANIAS: 
SHE LIES TOO


