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GENERAL OVERVIEW OF MS 

 

Before delving into the details of line-by-line editing, first examine several factors, 
especially those particular to YA material, in an overview of the manuscript. Any perceived 
problems in its overall state need to be addressed in comments on the document or in an 
editorial letter, along with suggested solutions. Below is a list of issues to peruse when 
scrutinizing the manuscript’s general condition. Also keep these issues in mind during the 
course of the edit and make notes accordingly as you move through the manuscript. 

 

• Are there any formatting issues that need to be addressed by the author, or can 
you easily tidy up the format on your end if necessary? 

 

• Are the tone and style of the narrative strong or weak? 

 

• Do the opening scenes draw you in and engage you as a reader? 

 

• Is the story told from a point of view that is relatable and conducive to the genre? 

 

• Is relevant information about the story’s premise and characters introduced 
appropriately and in a timely manner? 

 

• Are there blocks of text that don’t drive or buoy the plot but instead drag it down? 
 

• Do you spot any redundancies, such as repetitive use of certain words or phrases? 

 

• Are characters interesting, and do they have realistic dialogue exchanges? 
 

• Does the story line seem to flow seamlessly, or is it choppy and awkward? 

 

• Do chapters unfold effectively and, at the same time, hold together cohesively as a 
total package? 

 
After reviewing the overall condition of the manuscript, you need to decide if problematic 
issues can easily be resolved on your end or if the manuscript should be returned to the 
author for revision before it’s ready for your edit. Even if hired to conduct a micro-level edit 
such as copyediting or line editing, as professional editors, we want our contributions to any 
given book projects to be thorough and professional. For this reason, it’s sometimes 
necessary to kick a project back to the author if you choose to recommend major revisions 
or perhaps suggest a macro edit. If the manuscript has many issues that need the author’s 
attention, it might be time to put the project in reverse. It’s not very fair to charge a client 
for editing if your professional opinion is that the manuscript is not yet close to being final. 


