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Parts of an Academic Paper 
Submission page. Some theses, and dissertations have a submission page with 

specific form defined by the academic institution. It has room for signatures for the 

examining committee. Do not put a page number on this page or count it in the page 

count. 

Title page. Research papers, theses, and dissertations usually have a title page. Often 

this title page shows what class or degree the paper is being submitted for but doesn’t 

have space for committee signatures. Follow the academic department’s format. Count 

this page as front matter page i, but do not put a page number on it. 

 

Additional Parts of a Thesis or Dissertation 

Copyright page. A thesis or dissertation should have a copyright page. 

Abstract. Many institutions require an abstract. 

Dedication/Epigraph. If allowed. 

Table of Contents. Always 

List of figures, tables, or illustrations. Optional. 

Preface. Optional. 

Acknowledgements. Optional. 

List of Abbreviations. Frequently. 

 

Order the following parts according to the institution’s instructions, especially for 

doctoral or master’s research papers. These parts may start on the same page as the 

part before them. 

Introduction. Previews the content and argument. 

Research Question. States the question being asked. Like the thesis statement, this 

question should involve a “so what” aspect—the importance of answering the question. 

Thesis Statement. Briefly states the proposed thesis that the researcher set out to 

prove. It must involve a “so what” aspect—not just that a fact/answer will be found but 

that the answer matters. For example, not just that some chemical compound behaves  
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a certain way, but that if this behavior is true, it could possibly cure a particular illness. 

Or, not just that Genesis 1–2 teaches the concept of the imago dei, but that the 

concept of imago dei in Genesis 1–2 affects how humans should perceive their identity. 

Research Method. Briefly states any methods, restrictions, or narrowing of scope for 

finding out the truth or falsity of the thesis. 

Sections or Chapters of Main Body. 

Conclusion. 

Back Matter. Appendices (optional), glossary (optional), and endnotes (if used rather 

than footnotes). Bibliography or Works Cited. 

 


