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EDITING GOD’S WORD (AND HOW NOT TO MESS IT UP) 
Sue A. Fairchild – PENCON May 2021 

 
 

No one, shy of God, writes it perfectly the first time. No one.  
~ Eva Marie Everson 

 
 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO CHECK SCRIPTURE REFERENCES? 
 
Deuteronomy 4:2 

• God’s words are important and must be obeyed.  
 

John 1:1 

• God’s Word is important – the Word IS GOD. This means the words of the Bible come 
from God, are with God, and ARE GOD. This makes the words of the Bible very important 
and we, as editors of that word, must convey them correctly. It’s our job to make sure 
God’s Word – God himself - is conveyed in the most correct way to lead others to him.  

 
 

• The Bible is like any other source material and must be quoted correctly. The Chicago 
Manual of Style states “The choice between quoting, on the one hand, and merely 
copying, on the other, can mean the difference between properly acknowledging and 
crediting the ideas of others and falsely representing them as your own.”  

• We cannot represent Scripture as our own and we should not encourage or, by lack of 
due diligence on our part, contribute to an author doing so. Properly citing a quote – 
whether it be from the Bible or elsewhere - means we must provide the proper details 
to a reader so they can find that Scripture or quote on their own with what information 
we have given.  

• The Christian Writer’s Manual of Style says, “Authors are responsible to reproduce 
quotations from the Bible accurately and, in most cases, to indicate which version is 
being referenced.”  
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CHOICES FOR SCRIPTURE RESEARCH 
 
Biblegateway.com 

• Searchable online Bible  

• 200 versions  

• 70 languages  
 

BibleHub.com 

• 26 Bible versions  

• Greek and Hebrew  

• Topical Bible option, a link to Strong’s concordance, atlas, and sermon database. 
 
 
QUOTING THE BIBLE 

• What version does your client or publishing house prefer?  

• Most common are KJV, NIV, and ESV.  

• Copyright issues 
o Freelance clients need to consider copyright issues.  
o “Gratis Use Guidelines.”  
o Check online for copyright rules for each version used.  
o Can cite the most common on the copyright page and add the ones that are NOT 

that version within the text. 
 

Example: 
All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by 
permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.comThe “NIV” and 
“New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™ 
 
NIV: https://www.zondervan.com/about-us/permissions/   
NASB: https://www.lockman.org/permission-to-quote-copyright-trademark-information/ 
KJV: https://www.cambridge.org/bibles/about/rights-and-permissions/rights-and-permissions-
kjv 
ESV: https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/copyright-page/ 
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IS THE SCRIPTURE RIGHT? 
 
Use editing method:  

1. Content 
2. Proof 
 

• Does the verse fit what the author is trying to say? 

• Is the verse used in context? 

• Is the author using Scripture to prove their agenda or are they seeking to shine a light on 
God’s words? 

• Check Bible Gateway for accurate quotes. 
 
 
BLOCK QUOTE VERSUS INLINE TEXT 
 
BLOCK QUOTE: 
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your 
progress. (1 Timothy 4:15 NIV) 
 
RUN-IN QUOTATION: 
When we think about how often we should be on our guard, how much we should strive to 
include God and his laws in our daily life, think about this. Be diligent in these matters; give 
yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress (1 Timothy 4:15 NIV). Be 
diligent, gives ourselves wholly to them. In this way, people will see our progress. 

 

• Block quotes often start off a chapter or end a chapter and are separated out from other 
text. 

• Run-in uses the verse – or part of the verse – within the text (as shown).  

• Notice the placement of the period in the run-in. Remember: the citation (and 
punctuation) needs to be encompassed within the sentence to let the reader know what 
words are part of the verse. 

 
Another example of run-in quote: 
Hebrews 12:1–2 (NIV) says, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus …” Don’t you feel 
more secure knowing that we have witnesses standing beside us each day? Doesn’t that make 
it easier to run your race to the best of your ability? 
 

• Note the en dash between the verse numbers. NOT a hyphen – en dash. 
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VERSE NUMBERS 
 

Example: 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, 
but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. 
 

• Can be beneficial when quoting larger pieces of Scripture instead of just one or two 
verses.  

• The Christian Writers Manual of Style suggests not including the superscript numbers 
within a quotation with an exception for Bible studies.  

• Always use superscript. 
 
 
ABBREVIATIONS OF BOOKS 

• The Christian Writers Manual of Style suggests spelling out books of the Bible for any 
popular audience though “they may be abbreviated in citations, whether in 
parenthetical references, footnotes, or endnotes, and especially when citations are 
numerous.” 

• Three styles (General, SBL, NIV) can be found in the CWMS.  
 
 
CAPITALIZATION OF BIBLICAL AND RELIGIOUS TERMS 

 
The Christian Writers Manual of Style suggests NOT capitalizing the deity pronouns. “Most 
publishers … use the lowercase style in large part to conform to the two most popular versions 
of the Bible (NIV and KJV).” Also, they state, “Capitalization is not used in English as a way to 
confer respect or honor, … nor does lowercasing convey disrespect.” 
 
• Do capitalize titles for God, can get cumbersome in some texts if you use a lot of different 

titles – Master, Creator, the One, Savior, Potter, etc. 
• The word apostle is typically lowercased unless being used as a proper name – the Beloved 

Apostle or just the Apostle which commonly refers to Paul. 
 
A full list of religious terms can be found in the Christian Writers Manual of Style and should be 
referred to if in doubt. 
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BENEFITS FOR THE EDITOR 
 

• Expand your editing skills / offer new services 

• Discover new verses  

• Learn the Bible on a deeper level 

• Uncover ideas for your own blogs, books, articles 

• Grow closer to the Lord 
 
 
 
NOTES: 
 


